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ationality Campaign in Geneva, 1932 Assembly 


From left to right: Mme. Maria de Pizano (Colombia) and Mme. 
- | Marta Vergara (Chile), delegates to the first Commission, leaving the 


09 League of Nations Building. These two South American delegates 
00 led the women’s battle for Equal Nationality Rights at Geneva, and 


. women the world over owe them a debt of gratitude for their mag- 
_nificent fight against heavy odds. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

io secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


‘THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 

place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


{Senate Joint Resolution Number 52) 
{House Joint Resolution Number 55] 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator Geratp Nyrp, North Dakota. 


Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LuDLow, 
Indiana. 


Equal Rights 


Hats Off 


CCORDING to the New York Times the officers of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union and the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers of America submitted estimates, on October 19, to the 
Emergency Work and Relief Bureau of New York on the cost of making up 


garments from most of the 4,000,000 yards of cotton cloth which the 


Emergency Unemployment Relief Committee will receive. from the American 
Red Cross. The wage rate for the women was estimated at 50 cents an hour 
and for the men at 75 cents an hour. 


Quite a difference, one might suppose, in the efficiency of the two sexes, 
since a woman’s time is worth only two-thirds that of a man. Or perhaps 
since sewing always has been man’s work, women are merely being penalized 
for invading their lord and master’s sphere. | 


In New York State women enjoy all manners of “protective” legislation, 
such as no-night-work laws, special hours for females and so on, with the 
result that employers, union officials and the general public regard them as 
a cross between children and invalids. Naturally it is not necessary to pay 
a child or a sick person as high a wage as a full-grown, red-blooded he-man 
would require. Even if the anomalous female creature does the same work 
as a man her needs are not so ubiquitous. She eats less, she has fewer 
dependents and she may get something on the side. Fifty cents an hour for 
a woman in New York State, when a man is only making seventy-five cents 


is rather a high proportion anyhow, for a more or less recent study shows 
that the average wage of a working woman in New York City is only about 
half that of a man while up-State the proportion is even lower. 


A situation such as this brings out the true benefits of protective legis- 
lation. It is a benign and lovely thing to be protected from making seventy- 
five cents an hour and to take fifty cents instead with the additional privilege 


of perhaps not having to work at all on account of the special industrial laws 
applying to women only. 


Hats off to the philanthropists and labor leaders who protect some woman 
every hour from carrying around that extra quarter! 


Genuine Economy 


ITHIN the next few weeks the Congress of the United States will 
convene in the National Capitol to consider and act upon matters of 
deep concern to the American people. At this impending session 


efforts must be made to delete from the Economy. Act the clause relating to 
married “persons.” This clause, as will be remembered, provides under cer- 


tain conditions for the elimination from the Government service of one of 
the partners to a marriage when both hold civil service positions. 


While the language indicates no sex bias, in practice this provision of 
the Act is aimed directly at married women. Every possible effort should be 
made in December to have this clause removed from the Economy Act, but 
it will require a desperate battle to accomplish this purpose. | 


The estimated budget for the campaign is five hundred dollars and less 
than half this sum is now available. With every other organization in 
America in consequence of the depression the National Woman’s Party finds 
itself financially handicapped. As a result of the careful management of 


our national officers, the Woman’s Party has money in hand or in sight to 


meet its current obligations but there is no fund whatsoever in the National 
Treasury for the inauguration of new activities. } 


The campaign for the removal of the objectionable clause in the Ricneiie 
Act cannot be properly prosecuted unless its is properly financed. If married 
women are forced out of the Government service, other employers will follow 
the example of the Federal Government and dismiss their married women 
employees. And the attack will not stop there, it will extend to all women. 
Thus women stand to lose millions of dollars in their pay envelopes if the 
work in Congress is not vigorously carried on. 


‘No money that women could possibly invest anywhere else would bring 
such results in dividends as that now needed for the campaign against the 
Married “Persons” Clause. Will you be a wise investor and place your money 
where it will bring the surest and highest returns? In these days when people 
are starving it is inhuman to deny the mothers of families the primal right 
to earn bread for their children. Please send contributions for the repeal of 
the Married Persons’ Clause to Florence Bayard Hilles, Chairman Finance 
Committee, National Woman’s Party, Wilmington, Delaware. - 
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cil of the National Woman’s Party 
was held at Alva Belmont House 
on Saturday, October 29, at 2 P.M. The 
president of the council, Mrs. Harvey W. 
Wiley, was in the chair, Those present, in 
addition to Mrs. Wiley, were: Nina E. 
Allender, Burnita Shelton Matthews, Dora 
G. Ogle, Mrs. Dwight Clark, Mrs. Merritt 
O. Chance, Florence Bayard Hilles, and 
Edith Houghton Hooker. | 
After the discussion of routine business, 
the question of financing the impending 
campaign in Congress was taken up, and 
the chairman of the finance committee, 
Mrs. Hilles, was requested to send out a 
letter, stating the urgency of the case and 
asking the presidents of the State 
branches and other individuals to assist 
in raising a fund of $500 to be expended 
on the Congressional work. 
Ruth Taunton, headquarters secretary, 
presented a very interesting report of 


A MEETING of the National Coun- 


headquarters activities as follows: 


“About one hundred and fifty Equal 
Rights Essay inquiries have been received 
at Alva Belmont House this past week 


and have been attended to. All other cor- 
respondence from members and others has 
been promptly answered. Personal let- 
ters have been written to 37 State chair- 
men this month, urging that they try in 
at least one county the outlined plan for 
educational work in the States. Co-opera- 
tion in sending articles and clippings has 
been given Mrs. Hooker with regard to 
Equal Rights. I have sent numerous re- 
leases to business women’s clubs where I 
have had personal contacts, and these 
have been reported at regular meetings of 
their groups. I have jothed the National 
Press Club in Washington. Last Monday 


_ I attended the Business and Professional 


Women’s Club here, stronghold of Miss 
Anderson, and told with enthusiasm of 
the California Federation’s endorsement 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

“T attended many of the lawyers’ conven- 
tion sessions here this month, did all the 
equality talking that I could to those 


near me at dinners, etc., and invited sev- 


eral distinguished guests to Alva Belmont 
House. I also was present for the laying 
of the corner-stone of the Supreme Court, 
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National Council Holds Meeting 


and sent out a release which has been the 
subject of several splendid editorials, one 
of which was used in the current issue of 
Equa. Rieuts. I attended with Judge 
Georgia Bullock the reception given by 
Mrs. Charles E. Hughes and the one given 
at the White House by President and Mrs. 
Hoover. 

“When introduced at these sachin 
as from the National Woman’s Party, I 
carefully answered all inquiries regarding 
the Party. 


“The routine work of the office has been 


carried on each day and I remain in the 


office as much of each day as possible to 


take care of important telephone calls and 
personal calls of importance to us. As an 
example, J. E. Young, at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 
called this week for three issues of Miss 
Stevens’ “Jailed for Freedom,” as he 
wished to file statements in a report he 
was issuing. I offered further assistance, 
and today Dr. James Brown Scott wished 
to quote from Miss Paul’s manuscript on 
nationality problems, so I looked the ma- 
terial up for him. i 


Nationality of Women 


I. The twelfth Assembly was oe 

upon to consider whether it should recom- 
mend the convocation of a conference to 
revise immediately Articles 8 to 11 of 
The Hague Convention of April 12, 1930, 
which deal with the nationality of women, 
in the light of the desiderata of the wom- 
en’s organizations, or whether it should 
find that the results of The Hague Con- 
ference represented the maximum that 
can be secured by general international 
agreement at the present juncture. 
_ After having examined the Secretary- 
General’s report, the report of the Com- 
mittee of Representatives of Women’s 
International Organizations, and a num- 
ber of other documents, the Assembly felt 
it necessary, having regard to the great 
importance of the problem, to request the 
Council to ask the Governments for their 
observations on the subject, including 
their views on The Hague Convention. 

Twenty-three governments submitted 


‘Special observations in response to the 


Council’s request (see documents A.15, 
A.15(a), A.15(b), A.1/12.1932.V.) while 
twenty-two governments replied to the 
Secretary-General’s general request with 
regard to the ratification of international 
conventions concluded under the auspices 
of the League (document A.25.1932.V.). 
In all, allowing for duplications, thirty- 
three governments formulated in writing 
their views on The Hague Convention. 
Accordingly, the thirteenth Assembly, 
having before it the results of this en- 
quiry, together with additional observa- 


Women’s Organizations. 


Report by the First Committee to the 
Assembly of the League of Nations 
Which Was Adopted at Geneva on 
October 10, 1932, and Was Communi- 
cated to the Assembly, the Council and 
the Members of the League. Official 
No.: A. 61. 1932. V. 

Rapporteur: M. Cassin (France) 


tions from the Committee of Represen- 
tatives of the Women’s Organizations 
(document A.23.1932.V), and interna- 
tional petitions and communications 
(documents A.33.1932.V, A.1/5.1932, and 
A.I/10.1952) .is now in a position to arrive 
at a decision. 

II. In the course of the discussions, 


several draft resolutions were submitted : 


and exhaustively debated. 
The first, put forward by the Chilian 
and Colombian delegations, aimed at the 


complete revision of Articles 8, 9, 10 and 


11 of The Hague Convention, which deal 


with the nationality of women, and the 


drafting of a new convention based on 
the principle of equality between the sexes 
in the matter of nationality, and con- 
ceived in the same spirit as the draft reso- 
lution submitted to The Hague Confer- 
ence by the delegation of Chile. 

This proposal, which was supported by 
the delegations of China, Turkey, Cuba 
and Norway, was explained by its authors, 
who were not content to repeat the argu- 
ments set out in the successive reports of 
the Committee of Representatives of 
Emphasis was 


- 


laid on the special significance of The 
Hague Convention as the first stage in 
the task of codifying international law 
undertaken by the League, and conse- 
quently on the particular importance of 
eliminating from that convention all those 
articles that mark the difference between 
the legal status of men and women and 
“represent a condensation of the spirit of 
inequality underlying that convention.” 

III. It was plain, however, from the 
written observations of the governments 
that this first proposal had no chance of 
being accepted. Out of a total of thirty- 
three replies; three stated that The Hague 
Convention had already been ratified or 
acceded to (Norway, Monaco, Brazil) ; 
sixteen (including the reply of the United 
States of America, which had refused to 
sign the convention for the very reasons 
put forward in the Chilean proposal) con- 
cluded that “it would be inexpedient at 
present to convene a new conference on 
nationality”; six other countries an- 
nounced that they had initiated or in- 
tended to initiate the procedure of rati- 
fication; and some of the other eight 
States which replied in writing expressed 
the desire either to consider ratification or 
to await the outcome of the League’s 
work before coming to any decision. 

IV. The discussions in the First Com- 
mittee confirmed the fact that, so far as 
the great majority of delegations were 
concerned, the withdrawal of the articles 
which had aroused opposition on the part 
of the majority of the women’s organiza- 
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tions, and a fortiori the holding of a con- 
ference to redraft them, were inacceptable. 
It is true that these delegations did not 


hold uniform views on the fundamental — 


problems raised by the Chilian and Colom- 
bian proposal. Some countries absolutely 
refused to establish equality between men 
and women in the matter of nationality, 
arguing that the unity of nationality of 
husband and wife was one of the best 
means of securing the unity of legal status 
of the family. An at least equally great 
number of countries, however, referred 
to the progress that had already been 
achieved in their national legislation in 
the direction of the independence of mar- 
ried women in the matter of nationality, 
which they did not regard as in any way 
incompatible with the unity of the legal 
status of the family. That unity could, 
they thought, be secured either by apply- 
ing the national law of that member of 
the couple in whose country the family 
lived, or by applying the law of the coun- 
try of domicile of the family, etc. Several 
delegates also referred to the resolutions 
to that effect adopted by the Institute of 
International Law at Oslo on August 22, 
1932. 


These differences between national | 


legislation on the whole substance of the 
women’s claims accentuated even more 


strongly the agreement of the great ma-- 


jority of delegations as to the probable 
inefficacy, at the present juncture, of any 
attempt to revise Articles 8 to 11 of The 
Hague Convention. The convention is 
in the nature of a compromise, and it can- 
not reasonably be anticipated that all 
laws on the subject will be made uniform 
in the near future. 

Emphasis was also laid on the difficul- 
ties of a general nature that might in 
future be encountered in codifying inter- 
national law—a sufficiently difficult task 
already—if an attempt to rewrite the first 
convention of its kind, which had been 
so laboriously prepared in 1930, were 
made before it had even come into force. 

V. Other considerations of a more posi- 
tive nature, however, induced the great 
majority to adopt the draft resolution 


submitted by the Canadian delegation, ex- 


pressing the hope that the Nationality 
Convention would shortly be put into 
force. 


In the first place, the convention does 


represent a real improvement in the legal 
status of married women who are the 
victims of the differences between nation- 
ality laws. Convincing examples were 
given to show the urgency, in many coun- 
tries, of putting an end to certain very 
distressing cases of statelessness, some of 
which arise when the legislation of the 
husband’s country does not confer its na- 
tionality on the wife, while at the same 
time, according to the law of her country 


of origin, the wife loses her nationality — 


on marriage. Only the entry into force 


of The Hague Convention can remedy 


cases of this kind, despite its recognized 
inadequacy as a remedy for all cases. 
The practical advances thus made have 
not, moreover, been achieved at the ex- 
pense of the general principles of justice 
and equality. On this point, the resolu- 
tion of the thirteenth Assembly should, 
in conformity with the Belgian, Colom- 
bian, Chilian and French proposals, dis- 
pel the misunderstandings to which the 


terms employed in the convention may 
have given rise. 


The Hague Codification Conference did 
not, of course, completely attain its ob- 
ject. This is clear from the very title of 
the convention of April 12, 1930, “on cer- 
tain questions relating to the conflict of 
nationality laws.” At the same time, it 
was not the conference’s intention in the 
convention, and more especially in 
Articles 8, 9 and 11—and still less was 
it the result—to establish in the inter- 
national field a principle contrary to the 
independence of married women in the 
matter of nationality. The aim was to 
put an end to certain difficulties arising 


out of the existing differences between 


the laws of different countries on that 
subject—to lay down a uniform rule for 
the solution of conflicts of law injurious 
to the position of women. 


The only case in which the conference | 
was able to arrive at a real and substan-. 


tial agreement was that of the husband’s 


naturalization during marriage. The 


conference decided that such naturaliza- 
tion could not involve a change in the 


wife’s nationality without her consent 


(Article 10). 

Furthermore, the real intentions of the 
conference are confirmed by Recommenda- 
tion No. VI, which gives evidence of the 
very great importance attached by the 
conference to the problem of equality of 
the sexes in the matter of nationality, and 
to methods of reconciling its solution with 
the interests of the children. 

Such are the main reasons that have 
led the committee to express the hope 
that the States which have signed the 
Nationality Convention will enact the 
legislation necessary to give effect to that 


convention and will deposit their ratifi- 


cations at an early date. 

The Chilian, Chinese, Colombian, Polish 
and Turkish delegations asked that it 
should be expressly mentioned in the re- 
port that they could not approve such a 
decision. The essential reason given by 
them is that it seems inadmissible that, 
while the sovereignty of States is put for- 


ward as a reason for rejecting any pres-— 


sure by the League of Nations in favor 
of a general reform in conformity with 
the desires of the women’s organizations, 


the Assembly should exercise a moral 


pressure upon States to induce them to 
ratify The Hague Convention. 
The delegations of Chile, Colombia, 


Panama and Turkey further presented a 
proposal asking the Assembly to adjourn 
the question of the nationality of women 
and place it on the agenda of the next 
Assembly and to invite the Secretary- 
General to secure further observations 
from the governments and the women’s 
consultative committee in the light of the 
discussion at the Assembly of 1932. 

This proposal, however, received in the 
committee only five votes as against 
eighteen votes to the contrary and two 
abstentions. It could not, therefore, be 
adopted. 

VI. It would have been in accordance 
with the ideas of a large number of dele- 
gations to dispel even more completely all 
the misunderstandings that have arisen 
in regard to discrimination between the 
sexes in the Nationality Convention, not 
by calling for a conference requiring the 
preparatory procedure contemplated by 
the Assembly resolution of October 3, 
1930, but by an abridged procedure which 


would enable slight changes of form to 


be made in the text of Articles 8 to ll 


on the lines desired by the women’s 


organizations. 

It was with this end in view that-the 
Belgian delegation proposed a draft reso- 
lution substituting in the articles criti- 
cised the word “person” for the word 


“wife,” and the words “wife or husband” 


for the word “husband,” with the conse- 
quent changes of pronouns. | 

According to that resolution, the As- 
sembly would request the Council to ask 
the States which took part in The Hague 
Conference whether they would oppose 
the opening for signature at Geneva of 
a Protocol substituting for Articles 8 to 
11 of the said convention a new text 


which would no longer be open to the 


suspicion of “discriminating” between the 
sexes. | 

This ingenious draft resolution, which 
was supplemented by a draft letter from 
the President of the Council to the signa- 
tory States and an annexed draft Proto- 
col, received particular support from the 
Irish and Swedish delegations. It was 
defended by its author, M. Rolin, with a 
great display of legal knowledge and with 
great enthusiasm. 

It was discussed both by the committee 
and by the sub-committee, every effort be- 


ing made to secure unanimity, which is — 


indispensable to the success of a procedure 
as yet unfamiliar—the revision of a few 
words in an International Convention. 

Unfortunately, it appeared in the 
course of the debates that the amendment 
to the convention suggested by M. Rolin 
for the purpose of completely dispelling 
any misunderstanding as to the effect of 
certain of its provisions would give rise 
to other misunderstandings as to the effect 
of the amendment itself. 

Furthermore, it would not be easy for 
a preliminary consultation of all the 


e 
; 
‘4 
24. 
43 

x 

Ts 

ig 

¥ 

he 

banat 

Dag 

ij 

ee 
Reged 

4 

4 

~ 

as 

ea 

| 

| 
4 
| 
at 
# 
* 

oe 

36! 
a 

ak 

| 

4 
i t 
Be 


November 5, 1932 


States which took part in the conference 
to lead to the explicit, formal and unani- 
mous agreement of the signatory or acced- 
ing States, which was considered neces- 
sary before a Protocol of Amendment 
could be drawn up in the present circum- 
stances. Under Article 27 of the conven- 
tion in question, however, a request from 
one State party to the convention, sup- 
ported within one year by nine other 
States parties thereto, will suffice, as from 
January 1, 1936, to set in motion a pro- 
cedure of collective consultation as to 
whether a conference shall be convened 
for the purpose of revision. 


Thirdly, any attempt of this kind would 
seriously complicate the legislative work 
of certain States in which new national 
legislation, based on the original text of 
the convention, is in process of enactment. 


That would mean, for the sake of a 
highly problematical result with a very 
small legal effect, delaying, and perhaps 
even absolutely jeopardising, the benefits 
to be derived from the entry into force 
of the rules adopted in 1930, the impor- 
tance of which was demonstrated by vari- 
ous speakers. 


The practically insurmountable ob- 
stacles to the effective success of his pro- 


posal convinced M. Rolin that it was 


better to withdraw it. 


None the less, the draft resolution sub- 
mitted to the Assembly retains something 
of his original idea. It calls the attention 
of the governments to the possibility of 
drafting laws which would bring their 
municipal law into harmony with The 
Hague Convention, if they were prepared 
to accede thereto, in a form which would 
avoid discrimination between the sexes 
wherever it was possible to do so. That 
form might be either the one contemplated 
during the debates on the Belgian pro- 
posal already mentioned, or any other 
that seemed appropriate. 

VII. While recognizing the practical 
impossibility of making any amendment 
at present to Articles 8 to 11 of the Con- 
vention, and the desirability of their be- 
ing put into force, the Assembly of the 
League must emphasize its conviction 


that their entry into force would in no 


way hinder any concerted action in the 
international field, when such action may 
be rendered possible by the development 
of national legislations and of public 
opinion. | 

It is, moreover, beyond doubt that this 
circumstance ean impose no limit on the 
freedom of any State which may wish, 
in its nationality laws, to apply the prin- 
ciple of the equality of the sexes on more 
extensive lines. : 

But, even if the League cannot take 
any direct action in such matters except 
by arranging for international codifica- 
tion conferences when the moment seems 


opportune, the fact obviously remains 
that the problem of the legal status of 
women and its evolution in connection 
with social, economic and political life 
is so important that the League itself can- 
not regard it with indifference. 

VIII. The proposals of the Austrian 
and French delegations, which were wel- 
comed unanimously as supplementary to 
the Canadian proposal, were designed to 
indicate in what direction the League 
might usefully apply its activities in re- 
gard to the special question of the nation- 
ality of women. 

It is a matter primarily for the Secre- 
tary-General to obtain and collect official 
information from the governments them- 
selves relating to all the aspects of the 
question. The Assembly will instruct the 
Secretary-General to request the govern- 
ments from time to time to give him in- 
formation on a particularly important 
point—the action that each of them may 
have taken on Recommendation No. VI of 
the Codification Conference. 

It is also proper for the League to take 
account of the opinions and claims of 
great organizations which embrace mil- 
lions of human beings. Even where it is 
not in a position to give complete satis- 
faction to their demands, it must en- 
deavor to earn their confidence by demon- 
strating the importance it attaches to the 
problems in which they are interested. 
All the delegations acknowledged the 
value of the discussions that have taken 
place at the sessions of 1931 and 1932, 
when, even though differences of opinion 
arose, certain aspects of the problem of 
the nationality of women as yet un- 
familiar to the public at large were 
brought into prominence and emphasis 
was laid on the common interest of the 
aim in view—namely, that of removing 
causes of insecurity and irregular posi- 
tions which unfairly aggravate the other 
troubles of individuals. Accordingly, the 


Assembly thanks the Committee of Repre- | 


sentatives of the Women’s Organizations 
for its co-operation, which it hopes will 
be continued. It is, moreover, highly 
proper that, in the final section of the 
resolution, the Council is requested to 
keep itself constantly acquainted with 
the information received by the Secre- 
tariat and with the evolution of public 
opinion, so that it may be in a position 
to decide at what juncture new concerted 
international measures might be con- 
templated. 

IX. Moreover, in such matters, the 
women’s organizations have other means 
of action besides direct appeal to the 
community of nations. Even in the very 
large measure in which international law 
allows each State exclusive competence 
to determine which shall be its nationals, 
the national reform of legislation concern- 


jing nationality is directly dependent upon 
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the broad currents of ideas circulating 
throughout the world. 


The rule whereby a woman takes the 
nationality of her husband on marriage 
was accepted between 1844 and 1918 prac- 
tically all over the world. Since 1918, 
legislation concerning the nationality of 
women has evolved with great rapidity 
in relation with other aspects of their 
social, economic, political or legal status. 


It would appear, therefore, that the 
women’s organizations might direct a 
large part of their efforts towards the 
reform of the municipal legislation of the 
various countries in which, hitherto, the 


rights of women do not appear to them 
to have been sufficiently recognized. If. 


these efforts are crowned with success, 
a revision of The Hague Convention, 
which was considered inexpedient im- 
mediately after its signature and even 
after its entry into force, may, at the time 
and in accordance with the procedure pro- 
vided for by the Convention itself (Ar- 
ticle 27), appear more opportune and 
likely to give better results. | 


Drart 

“The Assembly, : | 

“Having considered with the greatest 
interest the report of the Secretary- 
General containing the observations sub- 
mitted by governments on the subject of 
the nationality of women in accordance 
with the resolution of the twelfth Assem- 


bly, together with the observations of the 


Committee of Representatives of Wom- 
en’s International Organizations and the 
petitions of the ‘Catholic Women and 
Catholic Men’; 


“Considering that the Codification Con- 


‘ference did not intend to embody in the 


provisions of the ‘Convention on certain 
questions relating to the conflict of na- 
tionality laws’ any principle in contra- 
diction with the independence of the na- 
tionality of married women, but rather to 
put an end to certain difficulties which 
arise from existing divergencies between 


_ the law governing the matter in different 


countries (Articles 8, 9 and 11), and that 
Article 10 even contains a formal appli- 
cation of the principle of independence; 
and that The Hague Codification Confer- 
ence, by its recommendation No. VI, re- 
quested States ‘to examine whether it 
would not be possible: 


~6(1) To introduce into their law the 
principle of the equality of the sexes in 
matters of nationality, taking particularly 
into consideration the interests of the 
children, 

“<«(2) And especially to decide that, in 
principle, the nationality of the wife shall 
henceforth not be affected without her 
consent either by the mere fact of mar- 
riage or by any change in the nationality 
of her husband’ ; 

“Noting that, in their observations, a 
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large number of governments express the 
opinion that Articles 8 to 11 of The Hague 
Convention represent the degree of prog- 
ress which can at present be obtained by 


way of general international agreement © 


in regard to the one of the nation- 
ality of women; 

“Considering that any amendment out- 
side the normal procedure for revision 


would prove impracticable and, therefore, 


that it is not possible even to eliminate 
from the text the words that seem to have 
created a misconception as to a discrimi- 


nation of sexes in regard to nationality ; 


“Being satisfied, therefore, that the 
coming into force of Articles 8 to 11 would 
in no way prejudice further concerted 
international action, when such action be- 
comes practicable; 


“Recognizing that their coming into 
force would not, in the meantime, place 
any restriction upon the freedom of action 
of any State that may desire to give fur- 
ther effect in its nationality laws to the 
principle of the equality of the sexes; 


“Considering, finally, the question of 


the nationality of women to be in process 


of evolution and connected with the 
change of women’s position in social, 
economic and political life: 

“Expresses the hope that the States 
which have already signed The Hague 
Nationality Convention will introduce 
such legislation as may be necessary to 
give effect thereto, and will deposit their 
ratifications at an early date; 


“Draws the attention of the States that 


Equal Rights 


have not yet passed the necessary legis- 


lative measures to give effect to the Con- 


vention to the possibility of enacting their 
internal legislative measures in a form 
more appropriate to meet the wishes of 
the women’s organizations; 

“Instructs the Secretary-General from 
time to time to ask the governments to 
give him information as to the effect 
which they have found it possible to give 
to the Recommendation No. VI of the 
Codification Conference; 

“Requests the Council, on the basis of 


_ the information so obtained, to follow the 


development of public opinion on this 
important question, in order to determine 
when such development has reached a 
point at which further concerted inter- 
national action be justified.” 


The Status Women Nicaragua 


me first thank our presiding officer 

for her kind and delightful words 
of introduction and tell you how very 
happy I am to have the privilege of meet- 
ing the members of the Woman’s Party 
and their friends here today. The Wom- 
an’s Party has done splendid work in the 
past and gives promise of doing even more 
in the future for the progress of mankind. 
Notice that I do not say Womankind, for, 
apart from the fact that the former term 
has a more general connotation, I feel 
very strongly that there can be no prog- 
ress for one sex that does not include the 
other. The country that has not given its 


ADIES AND GENTLEMEN: Let 


women the opportunities afforded to its 


men advances very slowly towards the 
goal of the perfect state, and the hope of 
every nation lies in its recognition of this 
fact. | 

My little country of vieevenes looks 
to the example and help of the United 
States in many ways, and I believe that, 
in this respect as well, it can profit from 
the results achieved by women in the 


United States. Latin tradition has given 


woman, in One sense, a very high place 
indeed; in another, it has handicapped 
her greatly. She has been placed by our 
ideals of chivalry on a pedestal so lofty 
that it must at times be far from com- 
fortable, and she has had little room for 
personal development. Woman, to us, is 
the woman of whom the poets of the 
middle ages sang—a fragile being to be 


_ protected, a comfort to which to fly, a 


loving wife and a wise mother—and, in 
fact, in our homes she is often all of these 
things. But in forcing conformity to 
these ideals on all women, we have over-. 
looked them as individuals, have been 
blind to the fact that, potentially, they 
are as fitted to take active part in the 
life of our nation as are men, and that 
they vary in this capacity as greatly as 
do men themselves. We have forgotten 


Address Delivered by Dr. Luis Manuel 
Debayle, Acting Minister from Nicaragua 
to the United States, on October 30, at 
Alva Belmont House 
that in our changing economic conditions 
women are needed to take this active part, 
but we are beginning to realize it as the 
time goes on. It is a long time ago, com- 
paratively, that European and American 
women achieved recognition of their 
rights as individuals and as citizens. In 
Latin America, proportionately as con- 
tact with new ideas is difficult or easy, 
this recognition is gaining strength. 
Woman has insisted in descending from 


her high pedestal and regarding life from — 
the same level as man, and this difference 


in viewpoints will profoundly affect our 
national life. 

I do not mean to say that there exists 
yet among the women in Nicaragua any 
such organization as yours, but that this 
will come eventually, I have no doubt. 
The first seeds of organization among our 
women have naturally been in the field 
of charitable endeavor. Women in my 
country are much alive to the necessities 
of the poor. Committees for the distribu- 


tion of free milk for babies and for the 


dissemination of knowledge of hygiene 


and medical care have been organized and 


actively supported by our women. In 
times of civil war there have been asso- 
ciations for nursing in the field and for 
the care of prisoners at home, and, of 
course, first and foremost, our women 
have co-operated fully in the work of the 
Red Cross. 

Moreover, Nicaraguan women have al- 


- ways been ardently interested in the 
course of politics, perhaps because in > 


Nicaragua politics plays and has always 
played so vital a part in the life of every 
individual, that adherence to one party 
or another is as essential a tradition in 
family life as a religious faith. True, 


women have had to be content to use their 
influence indirectly in this field, but as a 
power behind the throne, the intelligence 
of the Nicaraguan woman has often been 
matched with that of our statesmen. I 
can well say that the women of Nicaragua, 
in general, have a more definite and per- 
sonal interest in politics and a wider 
knowledge of its complexities than I have 
observed in the average woman of other 
countries where political questions are 
left to men in general and to the small 
groups of women unselfishly working for 
their more indifferent sisters. Funda- 
mentally, of course, for women intelli- 
gently to play a part in government, full 
opportunity for education must be avail- 
able, and in Nicaragua, I am glad to say, 
this exists to a great extent. All pro- 
fessions are open to women except that 


of the law. We have our women pharma- 


cists, teachers and doctors upon whom we 
look with pride, and we find more and 
more girls each year seeking education as 
a weapon for facing life rather than, as 


formerly, waiting for marriage to: solve 


their problems. | 

Besides the opening of doors to educa- 
tion, however, there comes the problem of 
woman’s position as a citizen before the 
law. The Nicaraguan Constitution de- 
fines as citizens a}]l Nicaraguans over 21 
years of age, and those over 18 who can 
read or write, and goes on: to list as 
among the rights of citizens those of suf- 
frage and of holding office. The Feminists 
in Nicaragua claim that, inasmuch as the 
Constitution does not mention sex as a 
qualification or hindrance to citizenship 
and its prerogatives, the custom which has 
excluded women from the vote and,’ in 
general, from the right to hold office, has 
no fundamental basis. In fact, we have 
had one notable case of the appointment 
to a Cabinet office, in 1924, of one of our 
most distinguished women, Sra. Juana 
Molina de Fromen, as Assistant Secretary 


mee 
if 
Re 
3 
ee 
Rey 
] 
of 
“ 
Bg 
Ay 
ay 
2 
4 
| 
4 
mE 
33 
¢ 


Ce 


ur 


“November 5, 1932 


of Public Instruction. The first partici- 
pation of a woman in Nicaraguan politics 
occurred with the election, in 1921, of 
Sefiora Maria Cristina de Zapata as dele- 
gate from the Department of Chinandega 
to the Liberal Convention. We have also 
had several women appointed as consuls 
6r vice-consuls in the United States, the 
first appointment being that of the poet, 
Aurora Rostand, in private life, Sra. 
Dofia Maria de Ibarra, as consul in De- 
troit in 1922. | 

As far as the Nicaraguan woman’s na- 
tionality is concerned, she loses this by 
marriage to a foreigner, except when she 
does not, by marriage, acquire her hus- 


band’s nationality according to the laws © 


of his country. She recovers her Nicara- 
guan nationality, however, upon becoming 
a widow. According to our Constitution, 


Woimen Appeal Eric Drum- 


Mon», Secretary 
General of the 
League of Nations, 
authorized the pub- 
lication on Septem- 
ber 26 of a brochure, which reveals how 


To League 


New York Times, | 
October 18, 19382. 


more than 1,000,000 women in a score of 


countries yearn to secure a better share in 
the League’s activities, in particular, and, 


in general, a larger share in other activi- 


ties, both national and international. 
According to the brochure, the causes 


which still operate against women may be 


covered by three generalizations: 
Habitual ignoring of women, often un- 
intentional, resulting from long tradition ; 
legal disabilities, and customs such as pre- 
clude women from entering the diplomatic 
service in most countries or oblige them to 
retire from certain posts on marriage. 


foreign women who marry Nicaraguans 
take their husband’s nationality. A 
change of nationality by the husband 
after marriage carries a similar change 
in that of the wife, provided she is living 
with her husband in the foreign land, but 


there is no distinction between the father 


and mother in giving nationality to their 
children so that persons born abroad of 
Nicaraguan mother or father can choose 
Nicaraguan citizenship if they so desire. 

Our civil code places the obligation to 
support their children upon both father 
and mother. In all matters concerning 
the welfare of the children the mother 


must be consulted, although the father, ~ 


as head of the family, establishes the 
domicile of the children and is especially 
charged with the duty of directing and 
protecting them. 


Press Comment 


The liaison committee of women’s inter- 
national organizations, whose report is 
embodied in the brochure, says that the 
co-operation of women in the work of the 
League is hampered by traditional differ- 


ences between the sexes. 


“The lower status accorded to women 
prevents them, with rare exceptions, from 


reaching the full height of their powers,” 


says the report. “Able women in many 
countries are still devoting their energies 
to the removal of sex disabilities as a 
necessary preliminary to their effective 
service in public work.” 

The committee expresses the hope that 
the League will emphasize the desira- 
bility of adhering to the principle of the 
equality of the sexes in its relations with 
the various governments, adding: | 

“This question, as one of the greatest 
social problems of the day, urgently 


Married women in Nicaragua possess 
the same rights as men to acquire, con- 
trol and dispose of property; to engage 
in business, make contracts, sue and be 
sued. Husband and wife are equally 
responsible for the support of the other 
in case of necessity, and their rights in 
regard to legal separation and divorce 
are practically the same. 

I believe I have said enough to give 
you an idea of the status of woman as a 
citizen in Nicaragua. May I add that I 
feel that for whatever she may gain in 
the future to improve her position, she 
will owe a debt of gratitude to the cour- 


ageous example of her sisters in other | 
nations, and to the splendid work . 


achieved by such organizations as the 
Inter-American Commission of Women 


and the Woman’s Party. 


demands the atention of the League.” 

It rejects that kind of co-operation 
“which would leave women in a subordi- 
nate position, to be made use of for carry- 
ing out policies decided by others.” 


It demands an increase in the number | 


of women in the various Geneva delega- 
tions, on the League expert committees 
and employed in the higher grades of the 
secretariat, 

Dr. Winifred Cullis of the University 
of London, past president of the Inter- 
national Federation of University Women, 
told The Daily Express of London: 

“The disabilities the report outlines 
make it difficult for women in national 
organizations to secure posts from which 
representatives can be chosen,+and  con- 
sequently governments know extraordi- 
narily little about women who are doing 
good and important work.” 


News from the Field 


Maryland Issues Call 


HE call to the Maryland State Con- 
ference of the National Woman’s 


Party, to be held in Baltimore, Md., 


on November 15 was sent out to the local 
branches last Tuesday. The branches 
have in turn distributed the call to their 
members, The program and the call to 
the conference are as follows: 


November 2, 1932. 


To the Members and Friends of the 
National Woman’s Party: 


The Maryland Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party will hold a State confer- 
ence on Tuesday, November 15, at the 
Woman’s City Club, 15 West Mount 
Vernon Place, Baltimore, Maryland. 

The purpose of the conference is to 
bring together the local branches and 
councils of the organization in Maryland, 
With the point in view of discussing three 


vital aspects of the Equal Rights cam- 
paign: First, how Maryland women can 
help build up the Woman’s Party organ- 
ization in this State; second, how the 
Maryland branch can help most effectively 
to secure the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and third, what we must do 


to win the right of jury service in Mary- © 


land. 

The Baltimore City Branch, the Balti- 
more County Branch, the Business and 
Professional Women’s Council, and the 
Goucher College Students’ Council have 
arranged a program of unusual interest. 
They offer you a brilliant gathering of 
national and local speakers. 

Equal Rights is the most important 
issue before the American people today. 
The conference will provide an opportu- 
nity to discuss ways and means for mak- 
ing this principle a reality instead of a 
theory in this country. 


We depend upon you to make the con- 
ference a success by attending every ses- 
sion yourself and bringing friends with 
you. | 
All sessions of the conference are open 
to the public, but the right to speak and 
vote is limited to members. 

We enclose herewith a preliminary pro- 
gram, and trust that you will come and 
enjoy the conference with us. 

(Signed) Epira Hovucutron Hooxker, 
President. 


PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 


MorninG Session, 11 A. M. Topic: “Or- 
ganizing for Equal Rights.” Confer- 
ence opened by Edith Houghton 
Hooker, State President. Presiding 
officer, Mrs. J. William Funck, presi- 
dent of the Baltimore City Branch. 
Secretary, Mrs. Dorsey Leonard. 
Speakers: Mrs. John L. Whitehurst, 
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Mrs. S. Johnson Poe, Rose I. Loeffler, 
Lula E. Powell, Mollye H. Rollman, 
Vera Fowler Lewis, and Dora G. Ogle. 


12.30 P. M. Toastmistress, 


Mildred Kahler Geare. Speakers: 
Sra. Luis de Abelli of Bolivia, and 
Mme. Patricia Dimitriu of Roumania. 
AFTERNOON Szssion, 2 P. M. Topic: “The 
Equal Rights Amendment.” Presid- 

ing officer, Louise Natali Graham, 
president of the Baltimore County 
Branch. 
Crosby. Speakers: Florence Bayard 
Hilles, president of the Delaware 
State Branch of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, Ruth Taunton of Cali- 
fornia, Dorothy Ogle, and Mrs. Mer- 

ritt O. Chance of Washington, D. C. 
Dinner, 6.30 P. M. Presiding officer, 
Marie W. Presstman. Speakers: M. 
Pearl McCall, president of the Wom- 

an’s Bar Association of Washington, 


D. C., “Experiences With Women 


Jurors.” Address: “The First Wom- 


en Jurors,” by Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, 


chairman of the National Council of 
the Woman’s Party and president of 
the District of Columbia Federation 
of Women’s Clubs. Discussion: 
“Women on Juries in Baltimore,” 
Helen Elizabeth Brown, Ida I. Kloze, 
Emile A. Doetsch. 


Szssion, 8.15 P. M. Presiding 
officer, Evelyn Byrd Howell. Speak-. 
ers: Ellen Alpigini, “Women in the _ 


Foreign Service”; Margaret Hendrie, 
“Women and the League of Nations” : 


Evelyn Byrd Howell, “The Woman’s — 


Party and the Students.” Miss Alpi- 
gini will sing a number of songs, and 


Miss Mary Hayleck, pianist, will play | 


the Adagio movement from Beetho- 
ven’s “Moonlight Sonata” and “By 


the Waters of Minnetonka.” The stu- — 


dents’ chorus will sing “March of the 


Women,” the “Revolution” and other — 


campaign suffrage songs. 


All sessions of the conference will be 
held at the Woman’s City Club. Com- 
munications regarding the conference 
should be addressed to Miss Florence 
Elizabeth Kennard, 1701 Linden Avenue. 
Reservations for the luncheon, at 50 cents 
a cover, should be made with Mrs. M. H. 
Rollman, 2802 Southern Avenue, tele- 
phone Hamilton 0232-W. Reservations 
for the dinner, at one dollar a cover, 
should be made with Miss LeClare Peach, 
1505 West Lombard Street, telephone Gil- 
mor 2089-J. Reservations for both the 
luncheon and dinner should be made by 
Saturday, November 12. 


Forty New Members Join 


DWINA AVERY, leader of the Gov- 
ernment Workers’ Council of the Na- 


tional Woman’s Party, has reported that 
forty new members have been obtained 
since the dinner party held on October 20 
at Alva Belmont House and attended 


Secretary, Ethel Adams 


by one hundred members of the council. 

The need of organizing a council of 
government workers for the Party in New 
York was discussed, and it was voted to 
take necessary steps immediately for the 
New York organization. Mrs. Avery will 


there. 

_ Of supreme importance to women every- 
where in the nation, as well as merely to 
government employees, was Mrs. Avery’s 
announcement that the Bingham resolu- 
tion to repeal the married persons’ section 
of the Economy Act will again be up for 
action in December. In the meantime ac- 
curate facts are being kept before the pub- 
lic through intelligent publicity.. This 
publicity has already’ brought into action 
a strong public opinion against a blanket 
order to discharge married people, re- 
gardless of need, with salaries of single 


| left. inet, regardless of lack of» 
need, 


Grace 


whose sweet personality has made her 


committee among the most popular at 


headquarters, made all arrangements for 


the elaborate banquet. Haltlowe’en 
motif was carried out in the ren 


ments. 


Mrs. William A. McGraw 
ORD has but recently reached Aiva 
Belmont. House of the untimely 


death of Mrs. William A. McGraw, a. 


Detroit, Michigan, on October 22, "1932. 

Mrs. McGraw was one of the Founders 
of the National Woman’s Party and has 
held many important offices in the Michi- 


gan State Branch. Her passing will mean > 


a great loss to the local branch and to 
all the humanitarian causes which she 
aided. 

. At a meeting of the N atiainal Council 
of the National Woman’s Party, held on 
October 29, the following resolution was 


unanimously passed and ordered spread 


upon the minutes and communicated to 


Mrs. McGraw’s family and friends, and to | 


the Michigan State Branch of the ae: 
tional Woman’s Party. 

‘WHEREAS in the death of Mrs. William 
A. McGraw, the National Woman’s Party 
has lost a beloved friend and an invalu- 
able leader in the cause of feminism; 
therefore, be it 
_ “Resolved, That the National Council 


of the National Woman’s Party, at this 
meeting held on October 29, 1932, at Alva 


Belmont House, extend to the family and 
friends of Mrs. McGraw, and to the Michi- 
gan State Branch of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, the most profound sympathy 


on behalf of the entire organization.” 


The high esteem in which Mrs. McGraw 
was held in Detroit is indicated by the 
following editorial, which appeared in 
one of the leading Detroit newspapers on 
October 23: 

Mrs. William A. McGraw disliked 


Equal Rights 


labels. She belonged to a score of organi- 
zations, and resented the term “club. 


woman”; she was the daughter of one of 


Detroit’s oldest families, and disliked be- 
ing referred to as a “society woman.” She 


_ most certainly would not quietly permit 


go to New York to assist the branch as any one to refer to her as a “reformer.” 


The list of causes for which Mrs. Mc- 
Graw fought is a long one. It starts off 
with the campaign against tuberculosis. 


‘To her more than to any other one person 
belongs <eredit for the founding of the 
Detroit Tuberculosis Sanatorium, a mode] 
institution of its kind. 
wp ‘She fought for equal suffrage and 
against capital punishment. 
valiant in ‘her championship of every idea 
that she believed was for the liberation 


She was 


and betterment of mankind. Yet never 


did she develop the disagreeable traits of 


fanaticism, never did she exalt her own 


ego in her public work. 
It is a significant comment on Mrs. 


McGraw’s character that the newspaper 


reporters, who met her during the various 


campaigns in which she was active, all 
hadeadmiration and affection for her. 
She was a true citizen of the world, and 


a Detroit will not soon see her career of 
service equaled. 


Amelia Earhart Is Honored 
EARHART, transatlantic fly- 
er, Was made an honorary member of 

the girl reserves at a meeting in the 
‘County: Centre at White Plains, N, ON 


_ October 14. The meeting was attended by 


more than 1,000 Westchester high school 
girls. The speakers included Mrs. Eugene 
Myer, chairman of the Westchester Recre- 
ation Commission, and Ooloaah Burner of 


the national board of the Young Women’s 


Christian Association. 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 
Treasurer’s Report 
LaurA Berrien, Treasurer 
ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters, December 7, 1912, to May 
24, 1932, $1,893,993.43. 
Contributions, membership and wel 
receipts, May 24 to June 1, 1932: 


Mite, T. Caroline Collins, $1.00 
Mrs. Ethel D. Sagnon, D. 1,00 
Mrs. Nellie C. Sarges, D. C....... ae ae 1.00 
Mrs. Ethel L. Harbekorn, D. C. sida 1,00 
Mrs. Olive Landers, D. C..... 1.00 
Mrs. Flora Reinohl, D. C. 1.00 
Mrs. Lillian Schuman, D. C. sisteteeias 1.00 
Mrs. Mary B. Weber, D. G...1 1.00 
Mrs. Florence A. Campbell, D. 1.00 
Mrs. Margaret A. Harriman, D. Cu.................0.06008 1.00 
Mrs. Caroline C. Marlow, V8....................cccccceseess 1,00 
Mrs. G. P. Orthaus, D. C. Ve 1,00 
Mrs. Alberta E. Pasaloff, D. C. 1.00 
Mrs. Massie Lee Smith, 1.00 
Mrs. Jennie Smith, Wis 2.00 

| $21.50 
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